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Ex-Aide of C.I.A.Says U.S. Bombed Leper Colony

f1ghting capability of the North
Vietnamese Army, then largely
still in the north.

WASHINGTON, - Oct. 19-zA :
e t “They spotted a huge, heavily
guarded compound at a village

entral  Intelligence
ofticial said 1f m
1blished : a called Quynh Loc,” Mr. Mc-

official said. “No public men4
‘{fon was ever made of the in-
ident.”
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By SEYMOUR M, HERSH
Spécial to The Néw York Times

McGarvey, spent 14 years with
the C.LA., the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency and Air Force
intelligence before resigning in
1969.
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- In some cases, he contended,
vital information was withheld
from the White House by bu-
reaucrats anxious to aveid crit-
icism. .

The leper-colony incident be-| Although the Dbook’s title
gan, Mr, McGarvey wrote, after|deals with the _the bulki
{the Air Force reported that it|@ gn
had spotted a division head- ~drawn_{rom his
quarters in reconnaissance pho- i el-
tographs. At the time, the serv-
ice was eager to destroy the

clearing the book for publica-
tion, an agency official note
that if any claim is made that
the CLA. way _ap-
nroves. your book or confir,
the accuracy of any ifif6¥fla-
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|compared them with those on

‘site,’ ” the former intelligence|
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Joint Chiefs “insisted _that
DLA. label the facility a pos-
sible military headquarters
site.” His account went on:
“D,L.A. acceded to this demand.
On May 6, 1966, a heavy bomb-
ing raid was mounted against|
the facility.” !
‘No Public Mention Made’

“A few days later,” Mr. Mc-
Gravey wrote, “the North Viet-
namese charged that the United
States had bombed a leper col-
ony at Quynh Loc, killing 30
patients and wounding  34.
D.IA. examined the photos and

which they had based the mis-
sion.”

_“They proved to be the pos-
sible military - headquarters

50 reports that C.LA, agents
cces stol yviet
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Garvey said.” “The compdund
wa$ isolated and ringed with
barbed wire. Inside were aréaj]
shut off from each other with
more barbed wire.”” -

" Both the Air Force operations,
personnel and the officers at-
tached to the Joint Chiefs of
“concluded that this
had to be a division head-
quarters,” Mr, McGarvey wrote.
The initial defense agency anal-
ysis did not support that con-
clusion, he added, and it was
officially reported that there

was “no information to support|}

the existence of a division
headquarters at that location.”

Mr. McGarvey, who was serv-
ing with the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency at the time,
noted that it had previously

been determined that the North|®
Vietnamese Army had aban-|}

doned all of its_-identifiable
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Rles of its structure, photo-
graphed it, reassemble
seturned it ¥o IS original place
uq%g&%ﬁ;%g,” he said.

r. McGarvey, now a resident
of  suburban Washington, is
known to have spent someyears
working under cover as a
clandestine C.I.A. agent in South

Vietnalm and elsewhere, =y
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garrison areas’ EHH " military
camps shortly after the air war
began in 1965 “and took to the
hills and caves.” -
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